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SUBJECT: US/ROMANIAN CONSULAR CONVENTION - ENTRY INTO 
FORCE (E.I.F.) 

REF: BUCHAREST 0443 

1 . IN THE SUBJECT CONVENTION ARTICLE 40, PARA 2. FIRST 
SENTENCE, IN ENGLISH, READS, "THE PRESENT CONVENTION SHALL 
ENTER INTO FORCE ON THE 30TH DAY FOLLOWING THE DATE OF 
EXCHANGE OF THE INSTRUMENTS OF RATIFICATION ", WE ARE 
ADVISED BY DEPARTMENT LANGUAGE SERVICES, HOWEVER, THAT THE 
ROMANIAN LANGUAGE TEXT HAS A SLIGHTLY DIFFERENT MEANING 
(I.E. "FROM (DE) THE DATE” RATHER THAN " FOLLOWING THE 
DATE"). THE PROTOCOL OF EXCHANGE OF INSTRUMENTS OF RATIFI- 
CATION IS DATED JUNE 6, 1973. 

2. FOLLOWING THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE TEXT, THERE IS NO CHOICE 
BUT TO COUNT JUNE 7 AS ONE, JUNE 8 AS TWO, AND SO ON UNTIL 
JULY 6 IS COUNTED AS THE THIRTIETH DAY WHICH IS THE E.I.F. 

DATE. IF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE TEXT READ "E.I.F. ON THE 
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THIRTIETH DAY FROM THE DATE OF EXCHANGE," IT IS NONETHELESS 
US PRACTICE TO BEGIN COUNTING THE 30 DAYS ON JUNE 7. 

HOWEVER, IT IS CLEAR THAT THE AMBIGUITY OF "FROM" WOULD 
PERMIT THE INTERPRETATION THAT THE COUNTING SHOULD BEGIN 

ON JUNE 6 WHICH IS DOUBTLESS THE MEANS BY WHICH THE GOR 
ARRIVED AT JULY 5, 1973, AS THE DATE OF E.I.F., 

3. PROPOSED SOLUTION: SINCE THE ENGLISH TEXT IS UNAMBIGU- 
OUS AND SUSCEPTIBLE ONLY OF THE ONE INTERPRETATION, EMBASSY 
SOULD APPROACH APPROPRIATE GOR OFFICIALS TO INQUIRE IF THE 
ROMANIAN LANGUAGE TEXT CAN BE INTERPRETED SO AS TO PERMIT 
THE GOR TO CALCULATE THE E.I.F. DATE AS WE HAVE (JULY 6, 

1973). IF NO SUCH ACCOMMODATION IS POSSIBLE, IT MAY BE 
NECESSARY TO RESOLVE THE MATTER BY MORE FORMAL MEANS SUCH 
AS AN EXCHANGE OF NOTES. 

4. PLEASE ADVISE GOR REACTION. INGERSOLL 
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